
(MS) — Nobody enjoys gutter
cleaning. Yet it's much more
important than many homeown-
ers think. Rain flowing over win-
dows, doors, and siding can rot
fascia as well as door and win-
dow framing. It can erode the soil
around your home and damage
its foundation, and also cause a
wet basement, mold, and mildew.
To help keep gutters operating
properly and to protect your
investment, try these tips:

1. Think Safety First. Always
use a solid, quality ladder to
reach your gutters. Safety glass-
es and gloves are a good idea, too.
And watch out for power lines.

2. Use the Right Tools for the
Job. In addition to needing some-
thing to contain gutter debris,
you'll also need a tool to scoop it
out. The Gutter Getter Scoop
from Working Products, Inc. is a
good option. It's the only flexible
scoop shaped to fit all gutters,
plus it will keep your hands

away from the debris.
3. Don't Over-reach. Over-

reaching can destabilize your
ladder and cause you to fall.
Instead, consider using a special
tool to extend your reach. The
Gutter Grabber is a cleaning tool
on an extension pole that lets
you clean up to 18 feet of gutter
without moving your ladder.

4. Check the Downspouts, Too.
If the spout is clogged, a coat
hanger or the handle of your
Gutter Grabber can help get the
debris out of the spout. Then, use
a garden hose to flush out any
remaining debris. For stubborn
clogs, it may be necessary to
remove the downspout and back
flush it with the hose. Covering
your downspout with a strainer
such as the Gutter Getter Big
Top Downspout Strainer will
help reduce future clogging, too.

5. Clean Gutters Anytime
They Need It. Most homeowners
know they need to clean their
gutters in the fall. But once you
understand the importance of
gutters, you'll know why its vital
to clean them out anytime they
get full. To protect the value of
your home, keep your gutters
clean throughout the year.

Gutter Getter products are
available at ACE Hardware. For
more information, call (800) 582-
9491 or visit
www.guttergetter.com.

(MS) — Water entering a
home's basement is very unpre-
dictable. One minute the base-
ment could be dry and the next
there could be a river running
through it. For homeowners,
ignoring a water problem could
prove costly and rob its residents
of an otherwise enjoyable place to
spend their time.

For concerned homeowners,
protecting the basement from
potential water damage is easier
than you might think.
Waterproofing a basement is a
simple job that beautifies a space
while protecting it against future
damage from water. First, know
what properties to look for in a
waterproofer. The property that
is the most important to look for
in a masonry waterproofing paint
is the ability to hold back hydro-
static pressure, which makes a
waterproofer different than a
water sealer and an ordinary
house paint. Ordinary house
paints merely adhere to the wall
surface while masonry water-
proofers penetrate the pores of
the masonry to become part of
the wall.

Most waterproofing paints
will go through pressure tests
that will determine the Pounds
Per Square Inch (PSI) the coating
will hold back. It is also impor-
tant that the coating be tested to
withstand wind-driven rain.

The makers of DRYLOK
Masonry Waterproofer developed
the specs for hydrostatic testing.
They state the PSI should be at a
minimum of 4 psi, which is a wall
of water 9 feet high. Look for
products that have been tested
independently on standard grade
building materials. Be leery of
products that say they will with-
stand above 15 psi (which is a
wall of water higher than 33
feet), as a standard grade build-
ing block could never withstand
that much pressure. In fact, inde-
pendent testing facilities will not
test products to over 15 psi.

Once you have selected your
waterproofer, it is time for sur-
face preparation. Examine the
surface for loose or broken mor-
tar or any holes or cracks in the
surface. The surface should be
clean and patched with a
hydraulic cement, such as DRY-
LOK Fast Plug. Be sure there are
no signs of efflorescence, which
are natural salts leaching from
the masonry surface. These salts
should be cleaned with an etch-
ing solution or DRYLOK Etch,
which is a safer alternative than
Muriatic Acid. After cleansing,
rinse the surface thoroughly.

A waterproofing paint is
thicker than house paint, so it
will take longer to apply, but its
application is just as simple.
Most waterproofing paints can be
applied with a stiff bristle brush
or a roller. Simply work the prod-
uct into the surface of the mason-
ry, filling the texture with the
coating. The thing to remember is
that this coating needs to per-
form a task, so it is important to
follow the label instructions. The
experts at UGL recommend
applying the first coat with a
nylon or polyester bristle brush
for best results. The second coat
can be applied with a brush or
masonry roller. Follow directions
for application carefully. If the
area covered is more than the
recommendation on the label,
you're spreading the paint too
thin. Two coats are usually suffi-
cient to stop seepage. However, if
seepage is still present after sev-
eral days, an additional coat may
be necessary.

Whether your plans are for a
basement pantry, woodshop,
laundry room or even a living
room or play room, you have to
start with a dry space and the
best start is with a reliable, rep-
utable waterproofing paint.
Simple step by step instructions
on waterproofing your basement
can be found at www.ugl.com.
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— HOME EQUITY LINES OF CREDIT BY FIRST DAKOTA —

> make home improvements

> consolidate debt

> fund education expenses

and more !

NO CLOSING COSTS*
*  No closing costs offer is available on credit lines of $5,000 – $25,000. Subject to

credit approval. Closing costs generally range from $200.00 to $500.00. Property 
insurance is required. APR is a variable rate based on current Prime rate which is 
3.25% APR as published in the Wall Street Journal, as of September 1, 2010. To
determine the annual percentage rate that will apply to your line, we add a margin 
to the value of the index. Minimum rate of 5.00% APR and maximum rate of 18.00% 
APR. No closing costs offer good through October 31, 2010. Other terms and condi-
tions may apply. Not valid with other discounts or offers. Consult your tax advisor 
regarding deductibility of interest.

Yankton Downtown
665.7432 • 225 Cedar Street

Yankton North
665.4999 • 2105 Broadway Avenue

firstdakota.com Member FDIC

TALK TO LaVonne Halvorsen, Marcy Moser,
or Jill Hunhoff at our Yankton locations today! 

It’s impossible to save too much money,

but this is pretty close.

CAC042759 Offer expires 11/30/2010. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox products. **See dealer for details 
and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. ***See dealer 
for details. © 2010 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and
operated businesses.

Hurry, Act Now!

The Federal Tax Credits are Ending Soon.

+$1,500 Tax Credit**

$1,200 Lennox®

Rebate*

$2,700 Total

Savings

Savings up to:

Lennox knows you don’t compromise. And neither do we. That’s why we 

dedicate ourselves to product innovation and customer service. So go 

ahead, get comfortable.

605-665-9461
800-491-9461

Concrete

ROBERT’S 
CARPENTRY

Yankton, SD 57078

Custom Homes
& Remodeling

Norma J. HlavacOwner260-0199661-2529
Robert J. Hlavac 260-2061660-5627

James F. Byrkeland665-3059661-0670

 FREE
 Estimates

Tape & 
TextureFinishing

Work
Tile 

Laying

ShinglingSiding

In  Business since 1985!

Home: 665-6612      Cell: 661-1040

Harry Lane
Electrical Contractor

Your electrical wiring is too important to 
leave to just anyone. You can trust our 
careful, professional service to wire your 
home or business safely and efficiently.

 The 

RIGHT
 Connections

 mean everything

In-home demonstrations 
& service after the sale!

SUNHEAT ® Infrared Heating System

Last year’s models at reduced prices!!

• 3 Year Warranty
• 30 Day Money Back Guarantee

Chuck & Linda Steffen • (402) 357-3704

• Best Heater • Best Price • Best Service

Make Gutter
Cleaning Safer, Easier 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE SERVICES
Using the right tools makes gutter cleaning faster and easier.

•Furniture
•Carpet
•Wood
•Laminate
•Ceramic Tile
•Window Treatments
•Granite Countertops

109 East Third, Yankton, SD

605-665-4416 • 800-798-4663 

 M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5

Closed Sundays, Evenings by appt.

All with 
complimentary 

services

Jolene

F U R N I T U R E
& F L O O R I N G

“Your Home’s Best Friend”

www.hatchfurniture.com

F U R N I T U R E
& F L O O R I N G

“Your Home’s Best Friend”

Offers...

Erica

New 
Line of 

Fireplaces

Banish Basement Dampness
In a Single Weekend

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METROCREATIVE SERVICES
Applying a waterproofing solution is one way homeowners can
transform their basement from a damp storage unit into a bright
and livable room everyone can enjoy.

For convenient
home delivery, 
call 665-7811!


