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 *Personal Care *Medication Assistance & Administration
 *Beautiful, Private Apartments (Studio, 1 & 2 BR)
 *Patios *3 Nutritious Meals Daily/Snacks *Transportation 
 *Life Enriching Activies, Entertainment & Outings 
 *Laundry & Housekeeping *24 Hour On-Site Staff

 Assisted Living When You’re Here You’re Home.
 LLC

 2905 Douglas, Yankton, SD
 605-665-7255

 2903 Douglas, Yankton, SD
 605-668-2800 

  403 Darlene, Hartington, NE
 402-254-2500 www.autumnwindsyankton.com

Nestled in the quiet little town of Hartington,
Neb., there’s a 111-year old home that now serves
as the Bow St. B&B.

Started in 2002 by Diane (Noecker-Anderson)
Bruning, the Bed & Breakfast has become a popu-
lar destination for many visitors and wedding par-
ties. Diane is married to Chuck Bruning.

Diane and her family purchased the home in the
early 1990s. 

After moving in Diane said she began doing
research into the history of the old home. One rea-
son was because she noticed marks on walls and
floors that seemed like there was something else
there at the time. It was during this time that Diane
discovered that her grandfather’s uncle had helped
build the home in 1900, and years later bought the
home to raise his family for eight years. 

“It was kind of neat to know there was some
family history to this house.”

To find out more about the house Diane started
doing some investigating. She was curious as to the
original layout of the house. So she turned to her
mom when she found out who had previously
owned the house. Come to find out one of her
grandfather’s uncle’s daughters was still alive and
living in Crofton. 

“So one Sunday afternoon I called her up. She
was 93 years old. She didn’t know who I was and I
didn’t know who she was, but I told her where I
was living. She told me how the house used to be. I
have tried to put it back the best I could.”

Diane started the remodeling in 1997 following
her divorce.

“This was the greatest therapy I could ask for.”
Her motivation was her kids — Ben, Nick,

Emily and Andria. She says the girls had friends
that wouldn’t come over because it was a scary
house.  So she wanted to make it a place everyone
would want to visit.

She got a lot of help from her kids and family in
the remodeling project — which she says still isn’t
done. 

Outside, much of the landscaping is dedicated to
her family. Each of the kids has their own tree, as
well as a blue spruce she planted in memory of her
dad.  

One of the most popular spots in the back yard
is a small garden dedicated to her sister, who passed
away from cancer.

“I had asked her ‘is there something I can do for
you after you’re gone.’ And she said make me a
rock garden, and that’s what I did.” 

So Diane created this beautiful little ‘secret gar-
den’ in memory of her sister.”

“A lot of guests will come out here just to relax,
some will read. It’s just a nice little spot.” 

It has also been a popular spot for wedding pho-
tos.

The majority of the bricks you see in Diane’s
yard are reclaimed from one place or another. The
bricks in her “secret garden” are from the chimney
that she took down.  Others come from an old side-
walk that needed to be removed across the street.

“When I was a little girl, my aunt lived across
the street.  We would ride the tricycle on this old
sidewalk of bricks.”

Years later, after she moved into the house, the
city passed a sidewalk ordinance. As the people

Previous page: The fountain
(lower right) is in the “secret
garden” created in her sister’s
memory. Many of the items
Diane has used to decorate or
build with came from family or
friends — and new friends she
has made along the way.
Above: In memory of her little
brother, Diane also created a lit-
tle garden area. The trike pic-
tured below represents the one
picture Diane knows of her and
her brother together.

Creating Memories One Brick,
One Guest at a Time
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