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How to Find the Right Replacement Windows

Replacing old windows is often a worthwhile
investment for homeowners. Energy-efficient win-
dows can prevent heating and cooling loss and keep
homes more comfortable throughout the year. Such
windows also can improve a home’s resale value,
proving a good return on investment for homeown-
ers who want to upgrade their homes before putting
them on the market.

According to the U.S. Department of Energy,
homeowners might find it more cost-effective to
replace very old and/or inefficient windows to im-
prove their energy efficiency. Such an upgrade can
save homeowners substantial amounts of money on
heating and cooling costs.

Window replacement projects can be costly, so it
pays to get the job right the first time. Before begin-
ning a window replacement project, homeowners
should research which windows will meet their spe-
cific needs, learning the subtleties between finishes
and features, as well as comparing prices for the
windows and installation.

Choose the right time
of year

The best time of year to plan window replace-
ment is when the weather will be warm, ideally in
the spring or early summer. However, homeowners
do not want conditions to be too warm, as each
room where new windows will be installed will tem-
porarily be exposed to the elements. Furthermore,
caulk adheres better in warmer weather and will

dispense easily.
Consider available
features

When replacing windows, homeowners may
want to install the same style windows they cur-
rently have. But the problems that led to the need
to replace windows may still exist even when new
windows are installed. When replacing windows,
consider energy performance ratings based on the
locations of the windows in the house. To make sure
they make the most educated decision, homeown-
ers can investigate the solar heat gain coefficient,
U-factor, visible transmittance and light-to-solar
gain. Explanations of these ratings are available at
Energy.gov.

Don’t ignore
maintenance needs

Maintenance costs involved with cleaning, re-
pairs and painting can add up. When shopping for
windows, consider the amount of maintenance they
will need. Wood-framed windows may require more
upkeep than aluminum, fiberglass or vinyl. Also,
consider if certain window types, such as double-
hung windows, casement windows, awning win-
dows, or slider windows, would be practical.

Keep home style in mind

A poor match between windows and the style
of the home can produce unwanted changes in the
appearance of the home. Replacement windows
should match the style and appearance desired.

Expect minimal
disruption

When homeowners hire professionals who are
good at their craft, window replacement projects
should not be a terrible inconvenience. Accord-
ing to American Window Products, Inc., seasoned
professionals will be able to complete a replace-
ment window upgrade in a short amount of time
depending on the size of the home and the number
of windows being replaced.

Replacing windows can be a costly task, but one
that will provide a more energy efficient home that
can help homeowners save money in the long run.

Replacement windows can be a smart investment in
comfort and design appeal of a home.

Reduce Radon .

Radon is an odorless, invisible gas that may be
lurking in homes even if homeowners are unaware
of its presence. Although it is a naturally occur-
ring substance, radon has the potential to cause
serious illness. Therefore, its detection and reduc-
tion are paramount.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
the Surgeon General’s Office have estimated that
as many as 20,000 lung cancer deaths are caused
each year by radon, which is the second leading
cause of lung cancer in the United States. The
EPA further notes that many homes are in radon
danger areas. Nearly one in three homes checked
in seven states and on three lands designated
for Native Americans had screening levels over
4 pCi/L, the EPA’'s recommended action level for
radon exposure. According to Air Chek, Inc., a
radon testing resource, a radon level of 4 pCi/l is
equal to approximately 35 times as much radia-
tion as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission would
allow if a person was standing next to the fence of
a radioactive waste site.

Testing can determine if radon is present in a
home. Homeowners can rely on professional com-
panies or purchase self-testing kits at home im-
provement retailers. If a test comes back positive
for high levels, conduct a follow-up test before
taking any measures to fix the problem. Unu-
sual weather can increase radon levels. If repeat
testing yields the same results, efforts to reduce
radon levels are necessary.

Homeowners must keep in mind that no two sit-
uations are the same and various techniques may
be necessary to reduce radon levels in a home.
Simply opening the windows in a home may not
be enough, and many radon remedies require the
skilled services of professional contractors who
are experienced in radon reduction procedures.
Homes can be fixed, but some instances may be
best left to the professionals.

One of the most popular methods of reducing
radon concentrations
involves a process R AD 0 N
called active soil de- L
pressurization, or ASD.
This is a cost-effective
and reliable technique
to reduce radon that
involves capturing the
radon from beneath a
building before it can
enter the dwelling. A
venting system draws
the radon gas from the
soil beneath the founda-
tion and exhausts it out-
side of the building N
far away from windows
and other home open-
ings. A continuously
operating fan draws and
discharges the radon
outdoors.

Radon that has
infiltrated water sup-
plies may require other
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1600 E. 39th St., Yankton
Harry Lane, Electrical Contractor

Radon may be lurking beneath a home. Fortunately,
there are many ways to reduce radon levels in a home.

removal methods. Such methods may require
spraying water into a contained air space, intro-
ducing air bubbles into the water or storing water
in a tank until the radon has decayed. Another
method employs granular activated carbon (GAC)
to remove radon from the water. The GAC method
has been more widely tested and is more common-
ly used in individual homes, according to the EPA.

Because radon removal often requires a specific
skill set, it is a job better left to professionals.
Opening windows and allowing natural ventilation
may help, but a more long-term approach to radon
removal might be most appropriate.
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WINDOW CLEANING

Est. 1996

JASON ORR

OWNER/OPERATOR
INSURED
CALL OR TEXT: 605.760.3680

YANKTONWINDOWCLEANING@GMAIL.COM

As your home and
family changes,
so do your
insurance needs.
If it’s time
to update your
homeowner’s
policy,
call us today.
eHome «Business
oAuto oLife
* Bonds

“Don’t Gamble”..Insure With

M.T. &R.C. Smith Insurance
204 W. 4th St., Yankton,SD  605-665-3611
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OFFICES IN YANKTON PEST TECHNICIANS

DON'T RISKIT!
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[ADOpN Weoffer Radon Mitigation Service

Call us today to schedule your appointment

808 W. 23rd, Yankton « 665-2895

For Fast And Reliable Quality Electrical
Work Call The Professiogals...

665-6612 - 661-1040

License, Bonded & Insured

\ (CANBINORFOR 1-800-KIL-BUGS

S0th Anniversary!{

SERVING NE
NEBRASKA 1-800-KIL-BUGS
& SE SOUTH
ie" QOLSON'S

N
The Flue Doctors

Fireplaces and wood burning
stoves were responsible for
some 23,600 residential fires.

P.R. Olson
Chimney Sweeps
Dryer Exhaust Technicians

Call for an appointment today!
665-5181 * 1-800-545-2847

« It comes from the ground
under your home.

« You can't see, smell, or taste it,
but it can harm your family.
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Trust us for chemical-free lawn care
formulated to nurture and protect more
than just your yard. Our natural lawn
care services are safer for your family
and pets as well as the environment,
offering you a better way to maintain a
great-looking, healthy lawn.

Lawn Care

10%
off Prepays
All Natural Lawn Care
Program

N CARE - (605) 260 0784

as chemical free as you want to be



