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	 Watching Dan Bartos transform a cold, hard, chunk of gray clay into 
a graceful vase, in a matter of minutes is awe-inspiring.  While holding 
an engaging conversation he appears to not be focused on the rough 
material in hand, slamming the clay against a slab to get air pockets out, 
molding it into a useable ball and working with it at his wheel.  He makes 
it look as easy as putting on a pair of shoes. Perhaps that’s what comes of a 
talent honed over 42 years.  Growing up in the Midwest and Alaska, Dan’s 
family was often outside enjoying nature. Dan’s father, Louie, worked 
as a hydrologist for the United States Forest Service and was constantly 
outdoors getting data for studies. It wasn’t uncommon for him to bring 
home bags full of natural clay, fresh from the earth, for his young children 
to play with.  Dan enjoyed it the most, right from the start. He did a few 
simple projects with clay early in grade school too, but it was when Dan 
was in a seventh grade art class that he had his first formal clay experience 
using a pottery wheel. “I was in the first group of kids trying out the 
wheel and had instant success making my first bowl. I took to it like a 
duck to water. After that, the next stuff I tried wasn’t so easy!” Regardless 
of difficulty, Dan was hooked on making pottery in a big way, and his 
passion for creating continues to this day. 
	 Dan shares how his parents had a long-time family tradition of 
hand-churning their own ice cream and having huge ice-cream socials 
for family and friends every year. “They would make over 30 gallons of 

ice cream, with at least ten different flavors, and fifty 
different toppings.”  Dan’s mom acquired a huge 
collection of his bowls and dishes over the years, and 
put them all to good use at these gatherings. 
	 Dan recalls, “My first studio was in my folk’s 
laundry room when I was in eighth grade. I delivered 
newspapers and saved money to build a kick wheel, 
and eventually bought a small electric kiln.” It was 
while preparing to enter college, that he built his 
first gas fired kiln. Dan’s love of art continued and 
he studied art and education at Montana State 
University. He graduated with a double major in 

art, and teaching: kindergarten through high school. He taught 

Willowdale Pottery
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